2O6                                SCIENCE

as it does not depart from the path mapped out
for it, the insect can perform the most sagacious
actions without entitling us in the least to attri-
bute these to the dictates of reason.

What would happen in an emergency? Here
we must distinguish carefully between two
classes of emergency, or we shall be liable to
grievous error. First, in accidents occurring in
the course of the insect's occupation at the mo-
ment. In these circumstances, the creature is cap-
able of remedying the accident; it continues, un-
der a similar form, its actual task; it remains, in
short, in the same psychic condition. In the sec-
ond case, the accident is connected with a more
remote occupation; it relates to a completed task
with which, under normal conditions, the insect
is no longer concerned. To meet this emergency,
the creature would have to retrace its psychic
course; it would have to do all over again what it
has just finished, before turning; its attention to
anything else. Is the insect capable of this? Will
it be able to leave the present and return to the
past? Will it decide to hark back to a task that
is much more pressing than the one on which it
is engaged? If it did all this, then we should
really have evidence of a modicum of reason*
The question shall be settled by experiment.

We will begin by taking a few incidents that
come under the first heading, A Mason-bee has
finished the first layer of the covering of the